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in vindicating to themselves a sufficient, though not
an unquestioned, reputation of orthodoxy, much as
Becky Sharp established her own disputed reputation
by presentation at Court, and are now at last in
tolerably secure possession of the same. But, like
many others in analogous situations, they have, with
the name and character of genuine Mahometans to
support, assumed much of the thing also, and it is
with this alone, their present phase, that we are now
concerned.

A high, conical, Persian-looking cap, long unkempt
hair, dirty flowing garments, or no garments at all,
the Adamitic-saint species not being yet wholly extinct,
are the ordinary outward characteristics of the tribe.
To these must be added an ostentatious frequency in
prayer and other devout practices, some simply ridicu-
lous and offensive, like the over-famous performances
of the whirling, or, in Sir R. Wilson's phrase, waltzing
brotherhood, the glass and snake-eaters of Aleppo, &c.;
others extravagant, howling declamations and endless
reiteration of the Divine Name and attributes; others,
Koran-readings for instance, and multiplied prostra-
tions, of a quieter description. Every dervish is of
course primed with legends and traditions, all equally
veracious, regarding some founder, prophet, or pet
saint, till one is tempted to suspect them of plagiarism
from the 'Golden Book' or the volumes of the Bolland-
ists. Yet the fire of their zeal, though much less
ethereal in quality than that lighted on the primal
altar of Islam, is not, in result and practice at least,
incompatible with it; their arms are not those of the
Prophet and his companions, but they are ranged on
the same side of the battle-field; and however little
their affected poverty, their renunciation of worldly
pleasures and duties, their rules and ways, their charms